
 

                          
 

WORLD LANGUAGES  
Graduation Standards for a   

Competency-Based Learning System 
 

According to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) and the World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages… 

“Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience. 
The United States must educate students who are linguistically and 

culturally equipped to communicate successfully in a pluralistic American 
society and abroad. This imperative envisions a future in which ALL 

students will develop and maintain proficiency in English and at least one 
other language, modern or classical.” 

  

GOAL 
The goal of the World Languages curriculum is to develop Georgia language learners with 
strong Interpersonal Communication, Presentational Speaking, Presentational Writing, 
Interpretive Listening, and Interpretive Reading skills in the areas of “Communication, 

Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities.” Georgia language learners will be 
able to apply the World Languages skills acquired beyond the instructional setting in order 

“to bring a global competence to their future careers and experiences.” 

Application of World Languages in Communication, Cultures, 

Connections, Comparisons, and Communities 

 
Fig. 2-3-1 ©ACTFL 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The prepared graduate competencies are the preschool through twelfth-grade concepts and skills that 
all students who complete the Henry County Schools education system must master to ensure their 
preparation and readiness for college and careers postsecondary.  
 
Prepared graduates in World Languages can: 
 

I. COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY IN MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE IN ORDER TO FUNCTION IN 

A VARIETY OF SITUATIONS AND FOR MULTIPLE PURPOSES (COMMUNICATION) 

 

Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written 

conversations to share information, reactions, feelings, and opinions. 

Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a 

variety of topics. 

Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, 

persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of 

listeners, readers, or viewers. 

 

II. INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE AND UNDERSTANDING (CULTURES) 

 

Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on 

the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied 

Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on 

the relationship between the products and perspectives of the cultures studied. 

 

III. CONNECT WITH OTHER DISCIPLINES AND ACQUIRE INFORMATION AND DIVERSE 

PERSPECTIVES IN ORDER TO USE THE LANGUAGE TO FUNCTION IN ACADEMIC AND 

CAREER-RELATED SITUATIONS (CONNECTIONS) 

 

Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce, and expand their knowledge of other disciplines while using the 

language to develop critical thinking and to solve problems creatively 
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Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Learners access and evaluate information and diverse 

perspectives that are available through the language and its cultures 

 

IV. DEVELOP INSIGHT INTO THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN ORDER TO 

INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE (COMPARISONS) 

 

Language Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of 

language through comparisons of the language studied and their own. 

Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture 

through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 

 

V. COMMUNICATE AND INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE IN ORDER TO 

PARTICIPATE IN MULTILINGUAL COMMUNITIES AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD 

(COMMUNITIES) 

 

School and Global Communities: Learners use the language both within and beyond the classroom to interact 

and collaborate in their community and the globalized world 

Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on their progress in using languages for enjoyment, 

enrichment, and advancement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Graduation Standard #1 -- COMMUNICATION 
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY IN MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE IN ORDER TO FUNCTION 
IN A VARIETY OF SITUATIONS AND FOR MULTIPLE PURPOSES 

 

Elementary (K– 2) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written conversations to 

share information, reactions, and feelings. Communicate on very familiar topics using a variety of words and phrases 
that they have practiced and memorized. 
 

b. Interpretive Communication: Learners understand and interpret what is heard, read, or viewed on a variety of topics. 
 

c. Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, persuade, and 
narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers, or 
viewers. Speaking: Present information about themselves and some other very familiar topics using single words, 
phrases, and memorized expressions. Writing: Write lists and phrases on familiar topics. 

 
Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE LOW) 

Competent 
(NOVICE MID) 

Exemplary 
(NOVICE HIGH) 

a.Interpersonal 
Communication:  
 
Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in 
spoken, signed, or 
written conversations to 
share information, 
reactions, feelings, and 
opinions.  
 
Communicate on very 
familiar topics using a 
variety of words and 
phrases that they have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

 

 Interact in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
and feelings.  

 

 Communicate 
on familiar 
topics using 
single words 
that they have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
and feelings.  

 
 Communicate 

on familiar 
topics using 
single words 
and phrases 
that they have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

 

 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
reactions, and 
feelings.  

 
 Communicate 

on familiar 
topics using a 
variety of 
words and 
phrases that 
they have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
reactions, 
feelings, and 
opinions. 

 

 Communicate 
on familiar 
topics using a 
variety of 
words and 
phrases that 
they have 
practiced and 
memorized.  

b.Interpretive 
Communication: 
 
Learners understand 
and interpret what is 
heard, read, or viewed 
on a variety of topics. 
 

Understand and 
respond to what is 
heard or viewed on a 
variety of topics.  

Understand and 
interpret what is heard 
or viewed on a variety 
of topics.  

Understand and 
interpret what is heard, 
read, or viewed on a 
variety of topics. 

Understand, interpret, 
and analyze what is 
heard, read, or viewed 
on a variety of topics.  

c.Presentational 
Communication:  
 
Learners present 
information, concepts, 
and ideas to inform, 
explain, and narrate on 
a variety of topics using 
appropriate media and 
adapting to various 
audiences of listeners, 
readers, or viewers.  
 

 Present 
information 
and ideas to 
inform on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, and 
explain a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
and narrate on 
a variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
persuade, and 
narrate on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 



 
Speaking: Present 

information about 
themselves and other 
familiar topics using 
single words, phrases, 
and memorized 
expressions.  
 
Writing: Write lists and 

phrases on familiar 
topics. 

readers, or 
viewers. 
  
 

 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and other 
familiar topics 
using single 
words. 
Writing: Copy 

familiar words, 
or characters. 

listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers. 

 
 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and other 
familiar topics 
using single 
words or 
memorized 
phrases.  

 Writing: Copy 

familiar words, 
characters, or 
phrases. 

listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers. 
 

 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and e other 
familiar topics 
using single 
words, 
phrases, and 
memorized 
expressions.  

 Writing: Write 

lists and 
phrases on 
familiar topics. 

audiences of 
listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers. 

 
 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and other 
familiar topics 
using a variety 
of words, 
phrases, and 
memorized 
expressions.  

 Writing: Write 

lists and 
memorized 
phrases on 
familiar topics.  

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (K-2) 

 Interpersonal Communication: Give and follow simple instructions in order to participate in age-

appropriate classroom and/or cultural activities. Ask and answer questions about topics such as family, 

school events, and celebrations in person or via letters, e-mail, voice chat, videochat, or instant 

messages. Share likes and dislikes with one another. Exchange description of people and tangible 

products of the culture such as toys, clothing, types of dwellings, and foods with classmates. 

 

 Interpretive Communication: List key actions from developmentally appropriate narratives such as 

personal anecdotes, familiar fairy tales, and narratives based on familiar themes. Identify people and 

objects in their environment or from other school subjects, based on oral and written descriptions. 

Report out the content of brief, written messages and short personal notes on familiar topics such as 

family, school events, and celebrations. Identify the principal characters of stories or children’s literature 

and dramatize the main themes and ideas. 

 

 Presentational Communication: Prepare illustrated stories about activities or events in their 

environment and share these stories and events with an audience in the school or community or post 

them to a website. Dramatize and video songs, short anecdotes, or poetry commonly known by peers 

in the target culture and post them to the school website or to a video sharing website. Record short 

oral notes and messages, or write reports, about people and things in their school environment and 

post the information for a partner language class either locally or abroad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Graduation Standard #1 -- COMMUNICATION 
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY IN MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE IN ORDER TO FUNCTION 
IN A VARIETY OF SITUATIONS AND FOR MULTIPLE PURPOSES 

 

Elementary (3 – 5) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written conversations    

to share information, reactions, feelings, and opinions. Communicate and exchange information about familiar 
topics using phrases and simple sentences, sometimes supported by memorized language. Can handle short 
social interactions in everyday situations by asking and answering simple questions. 
 

b. Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a  
variety of topics. Understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a variety of topics.   

 
c. Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, persuade, 

and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers, 
or viewers. Speaking: Present basic information on familiar topics using language they have practiced using 
phrases and simple sentences. Writing: Write short messages and notes on familiar topics related to everyday 

life. 

 
Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE 

LOW) 
a.Interpersonal 
Communication:  
 
Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in 
spoken, signed, or 
written conversations to 
share information, 
reactions, feelings, and 
opinions.  
 
Communicate and 
exchange information 
about familiar topics 
using phrases and 
simple sentences, 
sometimes supported 
by memorized 
language. Handle short 
social interactions in 
everyday situations by 
asking and answering 
simple questions. 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
and feelings.  

 
 

 Communicate 
on familiar 
topics using 
single words 
and phrases 
that they have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
reactions, and 
feelings.  
 

 
 Communicate 

on familiar 
topics using a 
variety of 
words and 
phrases that 
they have 
practiced and 
memorized.  

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
reactions, 
feelings, and 
opinions. 

 
 Communicate 

and exchange 
information 
about familiar 
topics using 
phrases and 
simple 
sentences, 
sometimes 
supported by 
memorized 
language. 
Handle short 
interactions in 
everyday 
situations by 
asking and 
answering 
simple 
questions.  

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
reactions, 
feelings, and 
opinions.  

 
 Participate in 

conversations 
on a number of 
familiar topics 
using simple 
sentences. 
Handle short 
interactions in 
everyday 
situations by 
asking and 
answering 
simple 
questions. 

b.Interpretive 
Communication:  

Understand and 
respond to what is 

Understand and 
interpret what is heard 

Understand, interpret, 
and analyze what is 

Understand, interpret, 
and analyze what is 
heard, read, or viewed 



 
Learners understand, 
interpret, and analyze 
what is heard, read, or 
viewed on a variety of 
topics.  
 

heard or viewed on a 
variety of topics. 

or viewed on a variety 
of topics. 

heard, read, or viewed 
on a variety of topics. 

on a variety of topics. 
Restate key information.  

c.Presentational 
Communication:  
 
Learners present 
information, concepts, 
and ideas to inform, 
explain, persuade, and 
narrate on a variety of 
topics using appropriate 
media and adapting to 
various audiences of 
listeners, readers, or 
viewers.  
 
Speaking: Present 

basic information on 
familiar topics using 
language they have 
practiced using phrases 
and simple sentences.  
 
Writing: Write short 

messages and notes on 
familiar topics related to 
everyday life. 

 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, and 
narrate on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media  
 

 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and other 
familiar topics 
using single 
words or 
memorized 
phrases.  
 

 Writing: Copy 

some familiar 
words, 
characters, or 
phrases. 

 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
and narrate on 
a variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, or 
viewers.  

 
 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and other 
familiar topics 
using a variety 
of words, 
phrases, and 
memorized 
expressions.  

 
 Writing: Write 

lists and 
memorized 
phrases on 
familiar topics. 

 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
persuade, and 
narrate on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers.  

 
 Speaking: 

Present basic 
information on 
familiar topics 
using language 
they have 
practiced using 
phrases and 
simple 
sentences. 

 
 Writing: Write 

short 
messages and 
notes on 
familiar topics 
related to 
everyday life. 

 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
persuade, and 
narrate on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers.  

 
 Speaking: 

Present 
information on 
familiar topics 
using a series 
of simple 
sentences. 

 
 Writing: Write 

briefly about 
familiar topics 
and present 
information 
using a series 
of simple 
sentences. 

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (3-5) 

 Interpersonal Communication: Give and follow simple instructions in order to participate in age-

appropriate classroom and/or cultural activities. Ask and answer questions about topics such as family, 

school events, and celebrations in person or via letters, e-mail, voice chat, videochat, or instant 

messages. Share likes and dislikes with one another. Exchange description of people and tangible 

products of the culture such as toys, clothing, types of dwellings, and foods with classmates. Exchange 

greetings, leaving takings, and common classroom interactions using culturally appropriate gestures 

and oral expressions. Follow and give directions for participating in age-appropriate cultural activities 

and investigating the function of products of the foreign culture. Ask and respond to questions for 

clarification. 

 

 Interpretive Communication: List key actions from developmentally appropriate narratives such as 

personal anecdotes, familiar fairy tales, and narratives based on familiar themes. Identify people and 

objects in their environment or from other school subjects, based on oral and written descriptions. 

Report out the content of brief, written messages and short personal notes on familiar topics such as 

family, school events, and celebrations. Identify the principal characters of stories or children’s literature 



 
and dramatize the main themes and ideas. Identify the principal message contained in various media 

such as illustrated texts, posters, or advertisements. Interpret the meaning of gestures, intonation, and 

other visual or auditory cues. Restate information from short articles and postings related to other 

school subjects. React to messages in video clips from the target culture on current issues of interest to 

peers. 

 

 Presentational Communication: Prepare illustrated stories about activities or events in their 

environment and share these stories and events with an audience in the school or community or post 

them to a website. Dramatize and video songs, short anecdotes, or poetry commonly known by peers 

in the target culture and post them to the school website or to a video sharing website. Record short 

oral notes and messages, or write reports, about people and things in their school environment and 

post the information for a partner language class either locally or abroad. Create a poster for Do’s and 

Don’ts for Earth Day. Draw or produce a video ad about products and/or practices of their own culture 

to peers of the target language. Dramatize short plays, original skits, recite selected poems and 

anecdotes, and perform songs in the language for a school-related event such as a board meeting or 

PTA meeting or campus festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Graduation Standard #1 -- COMMUNICATION 
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY IN MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE IN ORDER TO FUNCTION 
IN A VARIETY OF SITUATIONS AND FOR MULTIPLE PURPOSES 

 

Middle (6 – 8) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written 

conversations to share information, reactions, feelings, and opinions. Communicate and exchange information 
about familiar topics using phrases and simple sentences, sometimes supported by memorized language. 
Usually handle short social interactions in everyday situations by asking and answering simple questions. 

 
b. Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a 

variety of topics.  

 
c. Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, 

persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of 
listeners, readers, or viewers. Speaking: Present basic information on familiar topics using language they 
have practiced using phrases and simple sentences. Writing: Write short messages and notes on familiar 
topics related to everyday life. 

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE 

LOW) 
a.Interpersonal 
Communication:  
 
Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in 
spoken, signed, or 
written conversations to 
share information, 
reactions, feelings, and 
opinions.  
 
Communicate and 
exchange information 
about familiar topics 
using phrases and 
simple sentences, 
supported by 
memorized language.    
Handle short social 
interactions in everyday 
situations by asking and 
answering simple 
questions. 

 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
and feelings.  
 

 Communicate 
on familiar 
topics using 
single words 
and phrases 
that they have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
reactions, and 
feelings.  

 
 Communicate 

on familiar 
topics using a 
variety of 
words and 
phrases that 
they have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
reactions, 
feelings, and 
opinions. 
 

 Communicate 
and exchange 
information 
about familiar 
topics using 
phrases and 
simple 
sentences, 
supported by 
memorized 
language. 
Handle short 
social 
interactions in 
everyday 
situations by 
asking and 
answering 
simple 
questions. 

 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 
information, 
reactions, 
feelings, and 
opinions.  

 
 Participate in 

conversations 
on a number of 
familiar topics 
using simple 
sentences. 
Handle short 
interactions in 
everyday 
situations by 
asking and 
answering 
simple 
questions. 

b.Interpretive 
Communication:  

Understand and 
respond to what is 

Understand and 
interpret what is heard 

Understand, interpret, 
and analyze what is 

Understand, interpret, 
and analyze what is 
heard, read, or viewed 



 
Learners understand, 
interpret, and analyze 
what is heard, read, or 
viewed on a variety of 
topics. 

heard or viewed on a 
variety of topics. 

or viewed on a variety 
of topics. 

heard, read, or viewed 
on a variety of topics. 

on a variety of topics. 
Restate key information. 

c.Presentational 
Communication:  
 
Learners present 
information, concepts, 
and ideas to inform, 
explain, persuade, and 
narrate on a variety of 
topics using appropriate 
media and adapting to 
various audiences of 
listeners, readers, or 
viewers.  
 
Speaking: Present 

basic information on 
familiar topics using 
language they have 
practiced using phrases 
and simple sentences. 
 
Writing: Write short 

messages and notes on 
familiar topics related to 
everyday life. 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, and 
narrate on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media  
 

 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and other 
familiar topics 
using single 
words or 
memorized 
phrases.  
 

 Writing: Copy 

familiar words, 
characters, or 
phrases. 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
and narrate on 
a variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, or 
viewers.  

 
 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and other 
familiar topics 
using a variety 
of words, 
phrases, and 
memorized 
expressions. 

 
 Writing: Write 

lists and 
memorized 
phrases on 
familiar topics. 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
persuade, and 
narrate on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers.  

 
 Speaking: 

Present basic 
information on 
familiar topics 
using language 
they have 
practiced using 
phrases and 
simple 
sentences.  

 
 Writing: Write 

short 
messages and 
notes on 
familiar topics 
related to 
everyday life. 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
persuade, 
narrate, and 
critique on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers.  

 
 Speaking: 

Present 
information on 
familiar topics 
using a series 
of simple 
sentences. 
  

 Writing: Write 

briefly about 
familiar topics 
and present 
information 
using a series 
of simple 
sentences. 

 

 

 

Sample Learning Targets Middle (6-8) 

 Interpersonal Communication: Give and follow simple instructions in order to participate in age-

appropriate classroom and/or cultural activities. Ask and answer questions about topics such as family, 

school events, and celebrations in person or via letters, e-mail, voice chat, videochat, or instant 

messages. Share likes and dislikes with one another. Exchange description of people and tangible 

products of the culture such as toys, clothing, types of dwellings, and foods with classmates. Exchange 

greetings, leaving takings, and common classroom interactions using culturally appropriate gestures 

and oral expressions. Follow and give directions for participating in age-appropriate cultural activities 

and investigating the function of products of the foreign culture. Ask and respond to questions for 

clarification. Exchange information about personal events, memorable experiences, and other school 

subjects with peers and/or members of the target cultures. 

 

 Interpretive Communication: List key actions from developmentally appropriate narratives such as 

personal anecdotes, familiar fairy tales, and narratives based on familiar themes. Identify people and 



 
objects in their environment or from other school subjects, based on oral and written descriptions. 

Report out the content of brief, written messages and short personal notes on familiar topics such as 

family, school events, and celebrations. Identify the principal characters of stories or children’s literature 

and dramatize the main themes and ideas. Identify the principal message contained in various media 

such as illustrated texts, posters, or advertisements. Interpret the meaning of gestures, intonation, and 

other visual or auditory cues. Restate information from short articles and postings related to other 

school subjects. React to messages in video clips from the target culture on current issues of interest to 

peers. Locate key information from announcements and messages connected to daily activities in the 

target culture. 

 

 Presentational Communication: Present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, 

persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences 

of listeners, readers, or viewers. Prepare illustrated stories about activities or events in their 

environment and share these stories and events with an audience in the school or community or post 

them to a website. Dramatize and video songs, short anecdotes, or poetry commonly known by peers 

in the target culture and post them to the school website or to a video sharing website. Record short 

oral notes and message, or write reports, about people and things in their school environment and post 

the information for a partner language class either locally or abroad. Create a poster for Do’s and 

Don’ts for Earth Day. Draw or produce a video ad about products and/or practices of their own culture 

to peers in the target culture. Dramatize short plays, original skits, recite selected poems and 

anecdotes, and perform songs in the language for a school-related event such as a board meeting or 

PTA meeting or campus festival. Prepare video recorded messages to share locally or with school 

peers and/or members of the target cultures on topics of personal interest. 

 

Graduation Standard #1 -- COMMUNICATION 
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY IN MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE IN ORDER TO FUNCTION 
IN A VARIETY OF SITUATIONS AND FOR MULTIPLE PURPOSES 

 

High (9 – 12) World Languages Levels 1 to 3 
 

Performance Indicators: 
 

a. Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written conversations 
to share information, reactions, feelings, and opinions. Participate in conversations on a number of familiar topics 
using simple sentences. Handle short interactions in everyday situations by asking and answering simple 
questions. 

 
b. Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a 

variety of topics. Understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a variety of topics. Restate 
key information. 

 
c. Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, persuade, 

and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers, 
or viewers. Speaking: Present information on most familiar topics using a series of simple sentences. Writing: 

Write briefly about most familiar topics and present information using a series of simple sentences. 

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE MID) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE HIGH) 

Competent 
(INTERMEDIATE 

LOW) 

Exemplary  
(INTERMEDIATE 

MID) 
a.Interpersonal 
Communication:  
 
Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in 
spoken, signed, or 
written conversations to 
share information, 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 

 Interact and 
negotiate 
meaning in 
spoken, 
signed, or 
written 
conversations 
to share 

 Participate in 
conversations 
on familiar 
topics using 
sentences and 
series of 
sentences.  
 



 
reactions, feelings, and 
opinions.  
 
Participate in 
conversations on a 
number of familiar 
topics using simple 
sentences. Handle 
short interactions in 
everyday situations by 
asking and answering 
simple questions. 

information 
and feelings.  
 

 Communicate 
on familiar 
topics using a 
variety of 
words and 
phrases that 
they have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

information, 
reactions, 
feelings, and 
opinions. 
 

 Communicate 
and exchange 
information 
about familiar 
topics using 
phrases and 
simple 
sentences, 
supported by 
memorized 
language. 

 
 Handle short 

social 
interactions in 
everyday 
situations by 
asking and 
answering 
simple 
questions. 

information, 
reactions, 
feelings, and 
opinions.  

 

 Participate in 
conversations 
on a number of 
familiar topics 
using simple 
sentences.  

 
 Handle short 

interactions in 
everyday 
situations by 
asking and 
answering 
simple 
questions. 

 Handle short 
social 
interactions in 
everyday 
situations by 
asking and 
answering a 
variety of 
questions. 
 

 Say what they 
want to say 
about self and 
their everyday 
lives.  

b.Interpretive 
Communication:  
 
Learners understand, 
interpret, and analyze 
what is heard, read, or 
viewed on a variety of 
topics. Restate key 
information. 

 

Understand by 
responding and 
interpreting what is 
heard or viewed on a 
variety of topics. 

Understand, interpret, 
and analyze what is 
heard, read, or viewed 
on a variety of topics. 

Understand, interpret, 
and analyze what is 
heard, read, or viewed 
on a variety of topics. 
Restate key information. 

Understand, interpret, 
and analyze what is 
heard, read, or viewed 
on a variety of topics. 
Restate and react to, 
key information.  

c.Presentational 
Communication: 
 
Learners present 
information, concepts, 
and ideas to inform, 
explain, persuade, and 
narrate on a variety of 
topics using appropriate 
media and adapting to 
various audiences of 
listeners, readers, or 
viewers. 
 
Speaking: Present 

information on familiar 
topics using a series of 
simple sentences.  
 
Writing: Write briefly 

about most familiar 
topics and present 
information using a 
series of simple 
sentences. 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
and narrate on 
a variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, or 
viewers.  
 

 Speaking: 

Present 
information 
about 
themselves 
and some 
other very 
familiar topics 
using a variety 
of words, 
phrases, and 
memorized 
expressions. 

 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
persuade, and 
narrate on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers.  
 

 Speaking: 

Present basic 
information on 
familiar topics 
using language 
they have 
practiced using 
phrases and 
simple 
sentences.  

 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
persuade, and 
narrate on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers.  

 
 Speaking: 

Present 
information on 
familiar topics 
using a series 
of simple 
sentences.  

 
 Writing: Write 

briefly about 
familiar topics 
and present 

 Present 
information, 
concepts, and 
ideas to 
inform, explain, 
persuade, 
narrate, and 
critique on a 
variety of 
topics using 
appropriate 
media and 
adapting to 
various 
audiences of 
listeners, 
readers, or 
viewers.  

 

 Speaking: 

Make 
presentations 
on a wide 
variety of 
familiar topics 
using 
connected 
sentences. 
  



 
 Writing: Write 

lists and 
memorized 
phrases on 
familiar topics. 

 Writing: Write 

short 
messages and 
notes on 
familiar topics 
related to 
everyday life. 

information 
using a series 
of simple 
sentences. 

 Writing: Write 

on a wide 
variety of 
familiar topics 
using 
connected 
sentences. 

 

 

Sample Learning Targets High School (9-12) 

 Interpersonal Communication: Give and follow simple instructions in order to participate in age-

appropriate classroom and/or cultural activities. Ask and answer questions about topics such as family, 

school events, and celebrations in person or via letters, e-mail, voice chat, video-chat, or instant 

messages. Share likes and dislikes with one another. Exchange description of people and tangible 

products of the culture such as toys, clothing, types of dwellings, and foods with classmates. Exchange 

greetings, leaving takings, and common classroom interactions using culturally appropriate gestures 

and oral expressions. Follow and give directions for participating in age-appropriate cultural activities 

and investigating the function of products of the foreign culture. Ask and respond to questions for 

clarification. Exchange information about personal events, memorable experiences, and other school 

subjects with peers and/or members of the target cultures. Compare, contrast, and express opinions 

and preferences about the information gathered regarding events, experiences, and other school 

subjects. 

 

 Interpretive Communication: List key actions from developmentally appropriate narratives such as 

personal anecdotes, familiar fairy tales, and narratives based on familiar themes. Identify people and 

objects in their environment or from other school subjects, based on oral and written descriptions. 

Report out the content of brief, written messages and short personal notes on familiar topics such as 

family, school events, and celebrations. Identify the principal characters of stories or children’s literature 

and dramatize the main themes and ideas. Identify the principal message contained in various media 

such as illustrated texts, posters, or advertisements. Interpret the meaning of gestures, intonation, and 

other visual or auditory cues. Restate information from short articles and postings related to other 

school subjects. React to messages in video clips from the target culture on current issues of interest to 

peers. Locate key information from announcements and messages connected to daily activities in the 

target culture. Relate the main themes and significant details on topics from other subjects and 

products of the cultures as presented on TV, radio, video, or live presentations. 

  

 Presentational Communication: Present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, 

persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences 

of listeners, readers, or viewers. Prepare illustrated stories about activities or events in their 

environment and share these stories and events with an audience in the school or community or post 

them to a website. Dramatize and video songs, short anecdotes, or poetry commonly known by peers 

in the target culture and post them to the school website or to a video sharing website. Record short 

oral notes and message, or write reports, about people and things in their school environment and post 

the information for a partner language class either locally or abroad. Create a poster for Do’s and 

Don’ts for Earth Day. Draw or produce a video ad about products and/or practices of their own culture 

to peers in the target culture. Dramatize short plays, original skits, recite selected poems and 

anecdotes, and perform songs in the language for a school-related event such as a board meeting or 

PTA meeting or campus festival. Prepare video recorded messages to share locally or with school 



 
peers and/or members of the target cultures on topics of personal interest. Create brochure that 

highlights things to see and do in their community for visitors from the target language.  



 
 

Graduation Standard #2 -- CULTURES 
INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE AND UNDERSTANDING 

 

Elementary (K – 2) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the 

relationship between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied.   
 

b. Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship 
between the products and perspectives of the cultures studied.  

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Exemplary 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

a.Relating Cultural 
Practices to 
Perspectives: 
 
Use the language to 
investigate, explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship between 
the practices and 
perspectives of the 
cultures studied.   
 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied. 
 
  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain, the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  
 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
compare the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   
 

  

b.Relating Cultural 
Products to 
Perspectives:  
 
Use the language to 
investigate, explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship between 
the products and 
perspectives of the 
cultures studied.  
 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  
 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  
 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  
 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
compare the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (K-2) 

 Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Observe and imitate simple patterns of behavior at 

school (e.g., standing when teacher enters room, greeting teacher at start of class). Use a variety of 

words to describe what people from the target culture are doing in photos and short video clips and ask 

simple questions about characteristics of daily life after looking at the photos or short videos. 

 

 Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives:  Identify and tell the purpose of products of the target 

culture.  Listen to or read about expressive products of the culture such as children’s traditional songs, 

selections from literature commonly read and types of artwork enjoyed or produced by their peer group 

in the target culture. Illustrate products associated with the culture.   

  



 

Graduation Standard #2 – CULTURES 
INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE AND UNDERSTANDING 

 

Elementary (3 – 5) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
 

a. Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Use the language to investigate, explain, reflect on, and compare the 
relationship between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied.   

 

b. Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on, and compare the 
relationship between the products and perspectives of the cultures studied. 

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 
a.Relating Cultural 
Practices to 
Perspectives: 
 
Use the language to 
investigate, explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship between 
the practices and 
perspectives of the 
cultures studied.   

 Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
compare the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, compare, 
and analyze 
the relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

b.Relating Cultural 
Products to 
Perspectives:  
 
Use the language to 
investigate, explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship between 
the products and 
perspectives of the 
cultures studied.  

 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
compare the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied. 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, compare, 
and analyze 
the relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (3-5) 

 Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Observe and imitate simple patterns of behavior at 

school (e.g., standing when teacher enters room, greeting teacher at start of class). Use words and 

phrases to describe what people from the target culture are doing in photos and short video clips and 

ask simple questions about characteristics of daily life after looking at the photos or short videos. List 

practices observed in a video of a festival or holiday celebrated in the target culture. Distinguish 

informal and formal ways to address classmates and adults (e.g. teachers or principals) 

 

 Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Identify and tell the purpose of products of the target 

culture.  Listen to or read about expressive products of the culture such as children’s traditional songs, 

selections from literature commonly read and types of artwork enjoyed or produced by their peer group 

in the target culture. Illustrate products associated with the culture.  Make simple cultural triangles 



 
showing the relationship of products, practices, and perspectives. Search for and investigate the 

function of products (e.g., sports equipment, household items, tools, foods, clothing) of the culture 

studied compared to their function within the learner’s homes and communities.  



 

Graduation Standard #2 -- CULTURES 
INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE AND UNDERSTANDING 

 

Middle (6 – 8) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
 

a. Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Use the language to investigate, explain, reflect on, and compare the 
relationship between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied.  

 

b. Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship 
between the products and perspectives of the cultures studied. 

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 
a.Relating Cultural 
Practices to 
Perspectives: 
 
Use the language to 
investigate, explain, 
reflect on, and compare 
the relationship 
between the practices 
and perspectives of the 
cultures studied.  
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
compare the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, compare, 
and analyze 
the relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   
 

b.Relating Cultural 
Products to 
Perspectives:  
 
Use the language to 
investigate, explain 
reflect on, and compare 
the relationship 
between the products 
and perspectives of the 
cultures studied.  
 
 
 
 
 

  Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
compare the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, compare, 
and analyze 
the relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 

Sample Learning Targets Middle (6-8) 

 

 Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Use appropriate gestures in classroom interactions. 

Imitate appropriate etiquette from the target culture at mealtime. List practices observed in a video of a 

practice from the target language. Role play simple interactions in stores and restaurants in the target 

culture. Identify and analyze cultural practices from authentic materials such as videos and news 

articles. Engage in conversations with native speakers demonstrating an awareness of how to be 

culturally respectful.  Use formal and informal forms of address appropriately in rehearsed situations. 

 



 

 Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Give simple reasons for the role and importance of 

products from the target cultures. Listen to and/or read short poems, stories, plays from the target 

culture, identifying the author and country or origin. Listen to and/or sing songs from the target culture, 

identifying the musician and country of origin. Identify and analyze cultural products found in literature, 

new stories, and films from the target culture.  



 

Graduation Standard #2 – CULTURES 
INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE AND UNDERSTANDING 

 

High (9 – 12) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
 

a. Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, reflect on, compare, and 
analyze the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied.   
 

b. Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the 
relationship between the products and perspectives of the cultures studied.  

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Competent 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

MID) 
a.Relating Cultural 
Practices to 
Perspectives: 
 
Use the language to 
investigate, explain, 
reflect on, compare, 
and analyze the 
relationship between 
the practices and 
perspectives of the 
cultures studied.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
compare the 
relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, compare, 
and analyze 
the relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, compare, 
and analyze 
the relationship 
between the 
practices and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  Apply 
Concepts to 
the Real 
World. 
 

b.Relating Cultural 
Products to 
Perspectives:  
 
Use the language to 
investigate, explain,  
reflect on, compare, 
and analyze the 
relationship between 
the products and 
perspectives of the 
cultures studied.  

 
 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
compare the 
relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, compare, 
and analyze 
the relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.   

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, compare, 
and analyze 
the relationship 
between the 
products and 
perspectives of 
the cultures 
studied.  Apply 
Concepts to 
the Real 
World. 

 

Sample Learning Targets High School (9-12) 

 Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Identify and analyze cultural practices from authentic 

materials such as videos and news articles. Engage in conversations with native speakers 

demonstrating an awareness of how to be culturally respectful.  Use formal and informal forms of 

address appropriately in rehearsed situations. Role play culturally appropriate interactions with 

shopkeepers, ticket sellers, waiters, bus drivers, etc. in the target culture. 

 



 

 Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Give simple reasons for the role and importance of 

products from the target cultures. Listen to and/or read short poems, stories, plays from the target 

culture, identifying the author and country or origin. Listen to and/or sing songs from the target culture, 

identifying the musician and country of origin. Make simple cultural triangles connecting products to 

associated practices and possible perspectives. Identify and analyze cultural products found in 

literature, new stories, and films from the target culture. Create cultural triangles connecting products to 

associated practices along with suggested perspectives based on background information.  



 

Graduation Standard #3 -- CONNECTIONS 
CONNECT WITH OTHER DISCIPLINES AND ACQUIRE INFORMATION AND DIVERSE 
PERSPECTIVES IN ORDER TO USE THE LANGUAGE TO FUNCTION IN ACADEMIC AND 
CAREER-RELATED SITUATIONS 

 

Elementary (K – 2) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce, and expand their knowledge of other disciplines while using the 

language to develop critical thinking and to solve problems creatively.  
 

b. Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Learners access and evaluate information and diverse perspectives 
that are available through the language and its cultures.  

 
Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Exemplary 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

a.Making Connections:  

 
Learners build, 
reinforce, and expand 
their knowledge of other 
disciplines while using 
the language to develop 
critical thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  

 
 
 

 Build their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
solve problems 
creatively.  

 Build, and 
reinforce their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  

 Build, 
reinforce, and 
expand their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  

 Build, 
reinforce, 
expand, and 
make 
connections 
with their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  

b.Acquiring Information 
and Diverse 
Perspectives:  
 
Learners access and 
evaluate information 
and diverse 
perspectives that are 
available through the 
language and its 
cultures.  

 
 
 
 
 

 Access 
information 
that is 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures. 

 Access 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 Access and 
evaluate 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 Access, 
evaluate, and 
expand 
vocabulary 
based on 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (K-2) 

 Making Connections: Identify and label items in the target language on charts and visuals used as 

instructional materials in other content areas, including weather, math facts, measurements, animals, 

musical instruments, or geographical formations. Draw and mark maps of their cities, states, and of 

countries where the target language is used with civic and geographic features studied in other classes. 

 

 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Read, listen to, or talk about age-appropriate 

school content such as ecology, social studies, sciences, the arts, physical education, and health. 

Expand vocabulary for working with school content through illustrated visuals (e.g., planets, anatomy, 

timelines, of historical periods, maps).  



 

Graduation Standard #3 -- CONNECTIONS 
CONNECT WITH OTHER DISCIPLINES AND ACQUIRE INFORMATION AND DIVERSE 
PERSPECTIVES IN ORDER TO USE THE LANGUAGE TO FUNCTION IN ACADEMIC AND 
CAREER-RELATED SITUATIONS 

 

Elementary (3 – 5) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce, expand, and make connections with their knowledge of other disciplines 

while using the language to develop critical thinking and to solve problems creatively.  

 
b. Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Learners access and evaluate information and diverse perspectives that 

are available through the language and its cultures. Read, listen to, or talk about age-appropriate school content such as 
ecology, social studies, sciences, the arts, physical education, and health. Expand vocabulary for working with school 
content through illustrated visuals (e.g., planets, anatomy, timelines, of historical periods, maps). 

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 
a.Making Connections:  
 
Learners build, 
reinforce, expand, and 
make connections with 
their knowledge of other 
disciplines while using 
the language to develop 
critical thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  

 
 

 Build, and 
reinforce their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 

 Build, 
reinforce, and 
expand their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  

 Build, 
reinforce, 
expand, and 
make 
connections 
with their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 

 Build, 
reinforce, 
expand, make 
connections, 
and apply their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 
 

b.Acquiring Information 
and Diverse 
Perspectives:   
 
Learner access, 
evaluate, and expand 
vocabulary based on 
information and diverse 
perspectives that are 
available through the 
language and its 
cultures.  

 Access 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 Access and 
evaluate 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 Access, 
evaluate, and 
expand 
vocabulary 
based on 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 Access, 
evaluate, 
expand 
vocabulary, 
and 
differentiate 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures 

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (3-5) 

 Making Connections: Draw and mark maps of their cities, states, and of countries where the target 

language is used with civic and geographic features studied in other classes. Use a website about the 

rainforest that was introduced in a science class to create a poster in the target language that highlights 

plants, animal life, and weather in the area. Read or listen to stories from the target culture and 

compare them to familiar stories from the same genre (e.g. folklore, fables, myths, legends). Share 

information in the target language about topics from other school subjects, including geographical 

terms, concepts, mathematical terms, and problems, and scientific information.  Use their knowledge of 

history to create timelines of historic events in countries where the target language is spoken.   

 



 

 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Read, listen to, or talk about age-appropriate 

school content such as ecology, social studies, sciences, the arts, physical education, and health. 

Expand vocabulary for working with school content through illustrated visuals (e.g., planets, anatomy, 

timelines, of historical periods, maps). . Use sources intended for same-age speakers of the target 

language to prepare presentations on familiar topics.  



 

Graduation Standard #3 -- CONNECTIONS 
CONNECT WITH OTHER DISCIPLINES AND ACQUIRE INFORMATION AND DIVERSE 
PERSPECTIVES IN ORDER TO USE THE LANGUAGE TO FUNCTION IN ACADEMIC AND 
CAREER-RELATED SITUATIONS 

 

Middle (6 – 8) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
 

a. Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce, expand, and make connections with their knowledge of other disciplines 
while using the language to develop critical thinking and to solve problems creatively.  

 
b. Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Learners access, evaluate, and expand vocabulary based on information 

and diverse perspectives that are available through the language and its cultures.  

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 
a.Making Connections:  
 
Learners build, 
reinforce, expand, and 
make connections with 
their knowledge of other 
disciplines while using 
the language to develop 
critical thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  
 

 

 Build, and 
reinforce their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 

 Build, 
reinforce, and 
expand their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  

 Build, 
reinforce, 
expand, and 
make 
connections 
with their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 
 

 Build, 
reinforce, 
expand, make 
connections, 
and apply their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 

b.Acquiring Information 
and Diverse 
Perspectives:  
 
Learners access, 
evaluate, and expand 
vocabulary based on 
information and diverse 
perspectives that are 
available through the 
language and its 
cultures.  
 
 
 
 

 Access 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 Access and 
evaluate 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 Access, 
evaluate, and 
expand 
vocabulary 
based on 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures.  

 Access, 
evaluate, 
expand 
vocabulary, 
and 
differentiate 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures  

 

Sample Learning Targets Middle (6-8) 

 Making Connections: Use mathematics skills to convert U.S. dollars to the currencies of other 

countries in order to understand prices of items such as clothing, tickets, and restaurant meals. Use 

mathematic skills to convert weights and measures from American system to the metric system in order 

to understand distances, quantities of fruits and vegetables, etc. Use Science knowledge and skills to 

record daily temperatures and weather in different locations around the world, giving reasons for 

temperatures based on location and time of year. Use knowledge from health and science classes to 



 
compare healthy-eating recommendation using food pyramids or the equivalents from different cultures. 

Seek out articles or multimedia in the target language on topics being studied in other classes and 

enter notes on main ideas in a journal. Make oral or written presentations in the target language on 

topics being studied in other classes. 

 

 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives:  Interpret the main idea from infographics showing 

statistics such as numbers of endangered animal, changes in population of cities and countries, and 

popularity of various sports and leisure activities. View video clips and identify way that the people in 

the target cultures protect the environments on a daily basis. Identify the main idea(s) of current events 

reported in the news on the Internet form countries that speak the target language.  View websites of 

schools in countries where the target language is spoken to identify courses, schedules, and special 

projects, and compare the information to their school’s website. Pull up current event article or 

broadcast on the web in the target language and chart how it compares with the same event reported in 

the United States. Research how a major figure from history, science, or the arts is described in the 

target language and use it to expand what they already know.   



 

Graduation Standard #3 -- CONNECTIONS 
CONNECT WITH OTHER DISCIPLINES AND ACQUIRE INFORMATION AND DIVERSE 
PERSPECTIVES IN ORDER TO USE THE LANGUAGE TO FUNCTION IN ACADEMIC AND 
CAREER-RELATED SITUATIONS 

 

High (9 – 12) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce, expand, make connections, and apply their knowledge of other 

disciplines while using the language to develop critical thinking and to solve problems creatively.  
 

b. Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Learners access and evaluate information and diverse perspectives 
that are available through the language and its cultures.  

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Competent 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

MID) 
a.Making Connections:  
 
Learners build, 
reinforce, expand, make 
connections, and apply 
their knowledge of other 
disciplines while using 
the language to develop 
critical thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  
 
 

 Build, 
reinforce, and 
expand their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively.  
 

 Build, 
reinforce, 
expand, and 
connect their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 

 Build, 
reinforce, 
expand, make 
connections, 
and apply their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 

 Build, 
reinforce, 
expand, 
connect, apply, 
and create 
products 
based on their 
knowledge of 
other 
disciplines 
while using the 
language to 
develop critical 
thinking and to 
solve problems 
creatively. 
 

b.Acquiring Information 
and Diverse 
Perspectives:  
 
Learners access and 
evaluate information 
and diverse 
perspectives that are 
available through the 
language and its 
cultures.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Access and 
evaluate 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures. 

 Access, 
evaluate, and 
expand 
vocabulary 
based on 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures. 

 Access, 
evaluate, 
expand 
vocabulary, 
and 
differentiate 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures. 

 Access, 
evaluate, 
expand 
vocabulary, 
differentiate, 
and create 
products 
based on 
information 
and diverse 
perspectives 
that are 
available 
through the 
language and 
its cultures. 
 

 

Sample Learning Targets High School (9-12) 

 

 Making Connections: Use Science knowledge and skills to record daily temperatures and weather in 

different locations around the world, giving reasons for temperatures based on location and time of 



 
year. Use knowledge from health and science classes to compare healthy-eating recommendation 

using food pyramids or the equivalents from different cultures. Seek out articles or multimedia in the 

target language on topics being studied in other classes and enter notes on main ideas in a journal. 

Make oral or written presentations in the target language on topics being studied in other classes. 

Describe and compare key characteristics of countries where the target language is spoken. Report on 

and evaluate the effectiveness of efforts to care for the environment in countries where the target 

language is spoken. 

 

 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: View websites of schools in countries where the 

target language is spoken to identify courses, schedules, and special projects, and compare the 

information to their school’s website. Pull up current event article or broadcast on the web in the target 

language and chart how it compares with the same event reported in the United States. Research how 

a major figure from history, science, or the arts is described in the target language and use it to expand 

what they already know. Access survey results about preferences related to daily life (e.g., music, 

leisure activities, movies) of people in countries where the target language is spoken and compare 

results to preferences of people in their community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Graduation Standard #4 – COMPARISONS 
DEVELOP INSIGHT INTO THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN ORDER TO 
INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE 

 

Elementary (K – 2) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Language Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of language 

through comparisons of the language studied and their own.  
 

b. Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture through 
comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.  

 
Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Exemplary 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

a.Language 
Comparisons:  
 
Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on 
the nature of language 
through comparisons of 
the language studied 
and their own.  

 
 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
and explain the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

b.Cultural Comparisons: 
 
Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on 
the concept of culture 
through comparisons of 
the cultures studied and 
their own.  

 
 
 

 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (K-2) 

 Language Comparisons: Identify cognates between the target language and their native language 

and cite the patterns that connect them, and they detect false cognates when the context in which they 

see them suggests a misfit. Observe and identify formal and informal forms of language in greetings 

and leave-takings. 

 

 Cultural Comparisons: Appropriately use gestures used to greet friends, family, or new 

acquaintances. Compare and contrast tangible products (e.g., toys, sports, equipment, food) of the 

target cultures and their own. Compare simple patterns of behavior or interaction in various cultural 

settings (e.g., transportation to school, eating habits). 

 

 

 



 

Graduation Standard #4 – COMPARISONS 
DEVELOP INSIGHT INTO THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN ORDER TO 
INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE 

 

Elementary (3 – 5) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. Language Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, reflect on, and analyze the nature of 

language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.  
 

b. Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, reflect on, and analyze the concept of culture 
through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.  

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 
a.Language 
Comparisons:  
 
Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on, 
and analyze the nature 
of language through 
comparisons of the 
language studied and 
their own.  

 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
and explain the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own. 
Apply concepts 
to the real 
world. 

 

b.Cultural Comparisons: 
 
Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, reflect on, and 
analyze the concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of the 
cultures studied and 
their own.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own. 
Apply concepts 
to the real 
world. 

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (3-5) 

 Language Comparisons: Observe and identify formal and informal forms of language in greetings and 

leave-takings. Report differences and similarities between the sound and writing systems of their own 

language and the language being learned. Match groups of people with ways of expressing respect and 

communicating status differences in their own language and the language they are learning. 

 

 Cultural Comparisons: Compare simple patterns of behavior or interaction in various cultural settings 

(e.g., transportation to school, eating habits). Compare and contrast intangible products (e.g., rhymes, 



 
songs, folktales) of the target cultures and their own. Fill in a Venn diagram that compares sample daily 

activities in the target culture and their own. 

 

Graduation Standard #4 – COMPARISONS 
DEVELOP INSIGHT INTO THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN ORDER TO 
INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE 

 

Middle (6 – 8) 
 

Performance Indicators: 

a. Language Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of language 
through comparisons of the language studied and their own.  
 

b. Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture through 
comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.  

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 
a.Language 
Comparisons:  
 
Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, reflect on, and 
analyze the nature of 
language through 
comparisons of the 
language studied and 
their own.  
 
 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
and explain the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own. 
Apply concepts 
to the real 
world. 

 

b.Cultural Comparisons: 
 
Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, reflect on, and 
analyze the concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of the 
cultures studied and 
their own.  
 
 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate and 
explain the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own. 
Apply concepts 
to the real 
world. 

 

Sample Learning Targets Middle (6-8) 

 

 Language Comparisons: Compare word order in items such as the date and placement descriptors. 

Observe formal and informal forms of language in greetings and leave-takings and try out expressions 



 
of politeness in other languages and their own. Report differences and similarities between the sound 

and writing systems of their own language and the language being learned. Hypothesize about 

similarities of languages based on their awareness of cognates and similar idioms. 

 

 Cultural Comparisons: Compare games, stories, and rhymes from their childhood to those in the 

target cultures. Compare daily routines in their culture and the target cultures. Compare celebrations 

(e.g., birthdays, holidays) in the target cultures to their own. Compare meal time in their culture and the 

target cultures. Compare places in a city where the target language is spoken to places in the city 

where they live. Hypothesize about relationship between cultural perspectives and expressive products 

(e.g., music, visual arts, forms of literature) by analyzing selected products from the target cultures and 

their own. Compare and contrast the role and importance of family in the target cultures to their own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Graduation Standard #4 –  
COMPARISONS 
DEVELOP INSIGHT INTO THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN ORDER TO 
INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE 

 

High (9 – 12) 
 

Performance Indicators:   
a. Language Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of language 

through comparisons of the language studied and their own.  
 

b. Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture through 
comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.  

 Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Competent 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

MID) 
a.Language 
Comparisons:  
 
Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on 
the nature of language 
through comparisons of 
the language studied 
and their own.. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own. 
Apply concepts 
to the real 
world. 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
nature of 
language 
through 
comparisons of 
the language 
studied and 
their own. 
Apply concepts 
to the real 
world by 
designing a 
product. 

 

b.Cultural Comparisons: 
 
Learners use the 
language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on 
the concept of culture 
through comparisons of 
the cultures studied and 
their own.  

 
 
 
 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, and 
reflect on the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own.  

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own. 
Apply concepts 
to the real 
world. 

 

 Use the 
language to 
investigate, 
explain, reflect 
on, and 
analyze the 
concept of 
culture through 
comparisons of 
the cultures 
studied and 
their own. 
Apply concepts 
to the real 
world by 
designing a 
product. 

 

Sample Learning Targets High School (9-12) 

 



 

 Language Comparisons: Compare word order in items such as the date and placement descriptors. 

Observe formal and informal forms of language in greetings and leave-takings and try out expressions 

of politeness in other languages and their own. Report differences and similarities between the sound 

and writing systems of their own language and the language being learned. Hypothesize about 

similarities of languages based on their awareness of cognates and similar idioms. Match groups of 

people with ways of expressing respect and communicating status differences in their own language 

and the language they are learning. 

 

 Cultural Comparisons: Compare games, stories, and rhymes from their childhood to those in the 

target cultures. Compare daily routines in their culture and the target cultures. Compare celebrations 

(e.g., birthdays, holidays) in the target cultures to their own. Compare meal time in their culture and the 

target cultures. Compare places in a city where the target language is spoken to places in the city 

where they live. Hypothesize about relationship between cultural perspectives and expressive products 

(e.g., music, visual arts, forms of literature) by analyzing selected products from the target cultures and 

their own. Compare and contrast the role and importance of family in the target cultures to their own. 

Compare and contrast school schedules, course offerings, and attitudes toward school in the target 

cultures to their own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Graduation Standard #5 – COMMUNITIES 
COMMUNICATE AND INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE IN ORDER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MULTILINGUAL COMMUNITIES AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD 

 

Elementary (K – 2) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. School and Global Communities: Learners use the language both within and beyond the classroom to interact and 

collaborate in their community and the globalized world.  
 

b. Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on their progress in using languages for enjoyment, enrichment, and 
advancement.  

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Exemplary 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

a.School and Global 
Communities: 
 
Learners use the 
language both within 
and beyond the 
classroom to interact 
and collaborate in their 
community and the 
globalized world.  

 
 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language 
within the 
classroom to 
identify how 
the community 
collaborates 
with the 
globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact in their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact and 
collaborate in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact, 
collaborate, 
and apply 
concepts in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

b.Lifelong Learning:  
 
Learners set goals and 
reflect on their progress 
in using languages for 
enjoyment, enrichment, 
and advancement.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Set goals on 
their progress 
in using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
and 
enrichment.  

 Set goals on 
their progress 
in using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement.  

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement.  

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement. 
Create a 
product on a 
familiar topic 
for enjoyment 
in the 
community. 

     

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (K-2) 

 

 

 School and Global Communities: Identify places that another language is used and attempt to 

interact with the language in some way (e.g., finding products in the language at a grocery store, 

attempting to speak to a community member in a library or restaurant). Access relationships with 

speakers of the target language either in person or via texting, e-mail, social media forums, or voice 

chats. 

 



 

 Lifelong Learning: Interpret materials and/or use media from the language and culture for enjoyment. 

Play sports or games from the culture. Exchange information about topics of personal interest. Plan real 

or imaginary travel. Attend or use media to view cultural events and social activities.  



 

Graduation Standard #5 – COMMUNITIES 
COMMUNICATE AND INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE IN ORDER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MULTILINGUAL COMMUNITIES AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD 
 

 

Elementary (3 – 5) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. School and Global Communities: Learners use the language both within and beyond the classroom to interact, 

collaborate, and apply concepts in their community and the globalized world.  
 

b. Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on their progress in using languages for enjoyment, enrichment, and 
advancement. Create a product on a familiar topic for enjoyment in the community. 

 
Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 
a.School and Global 
Communities:  
 
Learners use the 
language both within 
and beyond the 
classroom to interact 
and collaborate in their 
community and the 
globalized world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact in their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact and 
collaborate in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact, 
collaborate, 
and apply 
concepts in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact, 
collaborate, 
apply 
concepts, and 
create 
products in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

b.Lifelong Learning:  
 
Learners set goals and 
reflect on their progress 
in using languages for 
enjoyment, enrichment, 
and advancement. 
Create a product on a 
familiar topic for 
enjoyment in the 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Set goals on 
their progress 
in using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement.  

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement.  

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement. 
Create a 
product on a 
familiar topic 
for enjoyment 
in the 
community. 

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement. 
Create and 
design 
products on 
familiar topics 
for enjoyment 
in the 
community. 

 

 

Sample Learning Targets for Elementary (3-5) 

 

 

 School and Global Communities: Access relationships with speakers of the language either in 

person or via texting, e-mail, social media forums, or voice chats. Identify professions that require 

proficiency in another language. Conduct online research and report on a cultural event or a school 



 
topic. Interact with members of the local community or with contacts made electronically to hear how 

they use the language in their various fields of work. 

 

 Lifelong Learning: Interpret materials and/or use media from the language and culture for enjoyment. 

Play sports or games from the culture. Exchange information about topics of personal interest. Plan real 

or imaginary travel. Attend or use media to view cultural events and social activities. Create can-do 

statements with the help of their teachers of what they want to communicate in the target language for 

each unit of instruction. Collect evidence showing that they have achieved the can-do statements for 

each unit. Consult various sources in the target language to obtain information on topics of personal 

interest.  



 

 

Graduation Standard #5 – COMMUNITIES 
COMMUNICATE AND INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE IN ORDER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MULTILINGUAL COMMUNITIES AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD 
 

 

 

Middle (6 – 8) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. School and Global Communities: Learners use the language both within and beyond the classroom to interact, 

collaborate, and apply concepts in their community and the globalized world.  

 
b. Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on their progress in using languages for enjoyment, enrichment, and 

advancement. Create a product on a familiar topic for enjoyment in the community. 

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-LOW) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Competent 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 
a.School and Global 
Communities:  
 
Learners use the 
language both within 
and beyond the 
classroom to interact, 
collaborate, and apply 
concepts in their 
community and the 
globalized world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact in their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact and 
collaborate in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact, 
collaborate, 
and apply 
concepts in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact, 
collaborate, 
apply 
concepts, and 
create 
products in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

b.Lifelong Learning:  
 
Learners set goals and 
reflect on their progress 
in using languages for 
enjoyment, enrichment, 
and advancement. 
Create a product on a 
familiar topic for 
enjoyment in the 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Set goals on 
their progress 
in using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement.  

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement.  

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement. 
Create a 
product on a 
familiar topic 
for enjoyment 
in the 
community. 

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement. 
Create and 
design 
products on 
familiar topics 
for enjoyment 
in the 
community. 

 

Sample Learning Targets Middle (6-8) 

 



 

 School and Global Communities: Communicate on a personal level with speakers of the language in 

person or via email, video chats, instant messaging, and shared video clips. Identify professions which 

require proficiency in another language. Create imaginary situations to role play interactions that might 

take place in community setting. Do WebQuests and report on a cultural event or a school topic. 

Discuss their preferences in leisure activities and current events, in written form or orally, with peers. 

 

 Lifelong Learning: Use the NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Global Benchmarks to set SMART goals 

(specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and time-bound) to monitor and reflect on their progress in 

communication skills. Collect evidence showing they have achieved the SMART goals they have set for 

each unit of instruction. Interpret materials and/or use media from the language and culture for 

enjoyment. Play sports or games from the culture. Exchange information about topics of personal 

interest. Plan real or imaginary travel. Attend or view via media cultural events and social activities. 

Listen to music, sing songs, or play musical instruments from the target culture. Explore the Internet to 

find sites of personal interest where they can use the language they are learning to maintain and 

increase their communication skills. Consult various sources in the language to obtain information on 

topics of personal interest.  



 

Graduation Standard #5 – COMMUNITIES 
COMMUNICATE AND INTERACT WITH CULTURAL COMPETENCE IN ORDER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MULTILINGUAL COMMUNITIES AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD 
  

 

High (9 – 12) 
 

Performance Indicators: 
a. School and Global Communities: Learners use the language both within and beyond the classroom to interact,  

collaborate, apply concepts, and create products in their community and the globalized world.  
  

b. Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on their progress in using languages for enjoyment, enrichment, and 
advancement. Create and design products on familiar topics for enjoyment in the community  

Scoring Criteria (The student can:) 

Performance 
Indicator 

Emerging 
(NOVICE-MID) 

Progressing 
(NOVICE-HIGH) 

Competent 
(INTERMEDIATE-

LOW) 

Exemplary 
(INTERMEDIATE-

MID) 
a.School and Global 
Communities:  
 
Learners use the 
language both within 
and beyond the 
classroom to interact, 
collaborate, apply 
concepts, and create 
products in their 
community and the 
globalized world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact and 
collaborate in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact, 
collaborate, 
and apply 
concepts in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact, 
collaborate, 
apply 
concepts, and 
create 
products in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

 Use the 
language both 
within and 
beyond the 
classroom to 
interact, 
collaborate, 
apply 
concepts, and 
create a 
variety of 
products in 
their 
community and 
the globalized 
world.  

b.Lifelong Learning:  
 
Learners set goals and 
reflect on their progress 
in using languages for 
enjoyment, enrichment, 
and advancement. 
Create and design 
products on familiar 
topics for enjoyment in 
the community  

 
 
 
 
 

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement.  

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement. 
Create a 
product on a 
familiar topic 
for enjoyment 
in the 
community. 

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement. 
Create and 
design 
products on 
familiar topics  
for enjoyment 
in the 
community  

 
 

 

 Set goals and 
reflect on their 
progress in 
using 
languages for 
enjoyment, 
enrichment, 
and 
advancement. 
Create and 
design a 
variety of 
products for 
enjoyment in 
the community  

 

Sample Learning Targets High School (9-12) 

 

 School and Global Communities: Use the language both within and beyond the classroom to interact 

and collaborate in their community and the globalized world. Communicate on a personal level with 

speakers of the language in person or via email, video chats, instant messaging, and shared video 



 
clips. Identify professions which require proficiency in another language. Create imaginary situations to 

role play interactions that might take place in community setting. Do WebQuests and report on a 

cultural event or a school topic. Discuss their preferences in leisure activities and current events, in 

written form or orally, with peers. Discuss steps to becoming a professional in a field requiring the ability 

to communicate in the target language. Present information gained from native speaker about cultural 

event or topic of interest. 

  

 Lifelong Learning: Use the NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Global Benchmarks to set SMART goals 

(specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and time-bound) to monitor and reflect on their progress in 

communication skills. Collect evidence showing they have achieved the SMART goals they have set for 

each unit of instruction. Interpret materials and/or use media from the language and culture for 

enjoyment. Play sports or games from the culture. Exchange information about topics of personal 

interest. Plan real or imaginary travel. Attend or view via media cultural events and social activities. 

Listen to music, sing songs, or play musical instruments from the target culture. Explore the Internet to 

find sites of personal interest where they can use the language they are learning to maintain and 

increase their communication skills. Consult various sources in the language to obtain information on 

topics of personal interest. Use various media from the language and culture for entertainment. 
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